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FOREWOR

The wniting of something like a foreword
this book of sublimesongs aud prayess cmnposea
by recopnized wnters and  edited by a sound
savant 15 certamnly a presumption and required
an apology T have only to say that 1 cauno!
propose anything to state here by way of sup-
plementing the theme or the Introduction, What
1 propose to do 18 to make a short humble sta
tement regarding the wnportance of the book t0
students and the place 1t deserves to cccupy 10

the hearts of houselesss monks and devoted
householders

2 It gives me much pleasure to say that
the present volume which 1s 1ntended to form
the first volume of the Prachina-Jana-Szhity-
adhara-granthavalt (Ancient Jain Loterature Pu-
blication  Sertes ) forms a right pioneer for the
senes and opens up altogether a new vista to
workers 1 the field of Jam hterature, religion



L]

,and philesophy, The book contains 119 prayers
to the Jain Prophets or Tirthankaras from the
pens of difierent writers belonging to different
periods of time, Although the general subject
matter be the same for all pieces which are all
devotional prayers, there is yet seen an abundant
variety of topics, ideas, expressions, sentiments,
styles and metres and the volume presents an im-
mense interest alike to 2 historian as well as to a
philosopher, to a bard as also to a story teller, to a
grammarian as well as to a linguist, to & poet
as also to a psychologist, to a critic as also to
an amateur and lastly, to a rhetorician’ as also to
a prosodist,

The work may well occupy a place not on-
ly among literary compositions but among religi-
ous books also, The arrangement of prayers
which is mainly based on chronological data has
been very happy and no pains have been spared
by the editor and the publisher in collecting the ma-
terial and presenting it. The book deserves a
place in the cupboards of recognized libraries, on
the book shelves of scholars and students and
inside the sonctunries and shrines of saints
and devoted householders, The book 15 8
very suitable one for the ‘[udy of
Ardba ~ Magadhi and  Jain Literature and



<
desrves tofind 4

It 15 expected
readers would

place m the University curricula,
that learned and sympathetic
accord a hearty welcome to this
first volume of anoble series and in encouraging
the publishers the readers would no dount bg
domng an esteenred 1ndirect service to the sprea

of the study  of Jam  anq Ardha-Magadht
literature

Gujarat Colle e, Kar
Ammmmng K. v. Ath"‘_“ Tcr,tt
Kartik Shukly 10, Professor of Sans
Samvat 1989, and Ardha-Magadht.
November 7, 1932,
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made of Badrabahu who, according to the
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on the Sastras, viz,

Asasyrhg  Dasvaukahha  Sc. hsed forty-
five years in griha, seventeen 1n vrata  fourteen
as Yogapradhana, snd died i 170 V, at the
age of seventy-sin

(Operation 1 sexrch of Sanshat Mss
the Bombay circdle pure 63) '
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SOHE YALU,ABLE BOOKS IN ARDHA-HAGADHL.
Edited by Prof. K. V. Abhyankar, M. A
Gujrat College, Ahmedabad.

1 grigs sfta Withnotes and trapslation in
English and introduction in Sanskrit and
English. (Prescribed as a text for the f.

y. Arts Examination by the University
of Bombay ). 1-4-0°

2 gylmrsas with fghs by wgag. Ed-
ted with notes translation and introduc
tion in English ( Text-book for the Inta-
mediate Arts Examination ). 2-0-0

3 famfufafer by srommalk with Sanskrit
rendering and notes in English. ( text
book for the B, A, Examination ). 2-0-0¢

4 wramorgs with frifs by wITE with

notes in English, ( in the Press).

Can be had of the Iditor as also of the
Samchalaka Prachina  ( Jaina ) Sahityodhara
Granthavali, Ahmedabad. ,
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